        Strengthen STUs - Save Environment & Lives
     --------------------------------------------------------------
The 10th National Conference of All India Road Transport Workers’ Federation demands the Government of India to desist from the policies to destabilize the STUs and to adopt suitable policy to strengthen the STUs by providing capital contribution, exemption from excise and other duties. The conference appeals to all the Unions functioning in STUs to come on to a common dais to fight back the retrograde policies of the Government.
	The total no of buses owned by the STUs is only 1% of the total buses in the country. Even then carrying  ……. Crores of passengers a day, with a record of low accident rate, maintaining low emission levels and providing employment to SC, ST, BCs besides providing better amenities and  travel concessions to various sections of the Society. Operating services to the interior villages, hill areas where the private buses didn’t come forward to operate. While meeting all these social obligations, all the STUs are facing serious financial crisis. Even then, instead of extending financial support to the STUs, the Government stopped the capital contribution since 1988. On the other hand, it is providing thousands of crores of rupees for Metro Rail Projects even to the small cities. Crores of rupees are being paid to the private operators in the name of” viability gap funding” besides providing huge funds under JNNURM scheme.   
 It is irony that at a time when the STUs are to be strengthened, the Government of India through the Amendment to Section….. of M.V.Act 1988 brought the Stage carriage  and contract carriage permits under” Transport permit”. With this amendment the illegal operation of contract carriage permit holders is made legal. As of now with this illegal operation of contract carriage permit buses every STU is losing nearly 1000 crores per annum. Instead of making amendment for strict enforcement of these illegal operations, the government has let them free.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Further in the name of last millage connectivity, the Government amended Sections.……….. to issue permits indiscriminately and to waive any or all the permit conditions. The Taxi Policy guide line approved by the Ministry of Transport and sent to the states for consideration of implementation directed to allow the private cab operators to operate as stage carriages in both inter city and intra city.  
	All these policies of the Union Government will add fuel to the present financial crisis of the STUs. The roads will be flooded with vehicles. Pollution levels, traffic jams and accidents will go up so high. Precious fuel to a tune of thousands of crores of rupees will be wasted besides increase in import bill of crude oil. Ultimately, the Nation  and the people will have to pay for all these.
In the name of financial crisis, in STUs like KSRTC, RSRTC, BEST etc salaries are not paid to the employees regularly. Terminal benefits and Pension to the retired employees are not paid. A big number of vehicles are off the roads for non availability of spares. Contractulisation and out sourcing of activities has become the “Mantra” of austerity measures.
At this crucial juncture, the 10th National conference of AIRTWF appeals to all the Trade Unions functioning in STUs to come on to a common dais to save the STUs.
	  

