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______________________________________________________________
To,									Dated: 25-03-2019
Shri. Kumaraswamy Gowda,
  Hon’ble Chief Minister,Karnataka,
Bangalore..

Respected Sir,

	I on behalf of the All India Co-ordination Committee of Road Transport Workers organisations associated with INTUC,AITUC,HMS,CITU,LPF,AICCTU, TUCI and independent unions request you to allow us to put forth few words before you on the occasion of the Parliament elections & the role of the transport workers and other stake holders.

It is submitted that more than 6crore workers are directly engaged in the Road Transport Sector and almost the same number is engaged in the ancillary works such as automobile spare parts manufacturing & retails, servicing stations, wayside mechanics, Driving schools, petty operators etc. The Central Government alone collected an amount of 3, 42,550 crores towards duties on Diesel for the year 2017-18. State Governments are also getting almost equal amount. The share of Road transport sector in the GDP is 3.3% Transport is the life line of the economy. Ironically this sector is badly neglected and instead burdened heavily. Ever increasing diesel Rates, abnormal enhancement of insurance premium, Toll Charges, GST etc have thrown the industry in to serious crisis. In each state thousands of trucks are seized by the finance companies for the default of loan instalments.

The workers are ill-treated and are not covered by any labour legislation. No social security act is available for these workers. Wayside facilities of rest, food, parking etcare not provided. Defects in road construction and non provision of separate lanes to different types of vehicles are contributing to road accidents. But ironically leaving all these facts, the drivers are blamed for the accidents and victimised.

The problems of the Road Transport Workers were referred to V.V.Giri National Labour Institute for study and to submit a report by the UPAI Government headed by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. The institute has submitted its report to the Government in 2009. They have recommended many things for the welfare of the workers. Ironically nothing was done for implementation till date.

At this juncture, instead of taking steps to improve the conditions of this sector, the BJP led NDA Government brought the retrograde M.V.ActAmendment Bill in the mask of reducing the accidents aimed at eliminating the one/two vehicle owners of Auto, Taxi, Truck, Private bus, State Transport bus and hand over the entire core transport sector to Giant Corporate houses as Aggregators rendering loss of job to millions of workers.

The Left parties, Congress and some other regional parties have vehemently opposed the Bill in the Rajya Sabha. Ultimately the Government could not get it passed. We extend our gratitude to all the parties who opposed the retrograde Bill and supported our cause. In the meantime the workers went on national strike unitedly for the first time after independence on 30.4.2015 against the Bill. Again the workers and owners went on united national strike on 7.8.2018.

Now the time has come to withdraw it and to take suitable steps to safe guard the industry and the welfare of the workers. We are glad to inform you that we have decided to make all out efforts to defeat the BJP and its allies in the Parliament elections.

We earnestly request you to include this in your party election manifesto if time permits or to make an open statement on the following issues and create confidence among the workers and other stake holders.

1) Scrap M.V.Act Amendment Bill.
  2)  Take suitable steps to safeguard the industry and to improve the conditions of
         the workers in consultation of all the stake holder including the trade unions
         functioning in the industry.
2) Drivers working with Uber & Ola Companies be treated as the workers of those companies and the labour laws be implemented.

We hope that you will consider our representation positively.

								Yours sincerely
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